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LOCAL HISTORY IN ENGLAND. By w. G. Hoskins. Longmans. 1959. xii+ 196 pp. 21S. 

The amateur archreologist, like the amateur surgeon, can do irreparable damage to 
his material, and some of the popular interest in antiquities that archreologists have 
lately aroused seems to have done more harm than good. The amateur historian's 
failures are generally less calamitous-and his successes, it must be said, are often 
excellent-but he can waste time and energy and, even worse, opportunities that 
may not offer themselves to anyone else. 

Dr. Hoskins's book is addressed to the amateur, and seeks not to teach him 
his job but to encourage him, by showing him the advantages which he enjoys and 
the ways in which he can use them. "Not", as the author characteristically adds, 
"that I think there is only one way of doing these things and that I alone know 
it": words that not everyone, alas, will recognise as the utterance of a true historian. 

The book is based upon Dr. Hoskins's lectures to his graduate classes in Oxford, 
and the traces of lecturing techniques that it has about it are probably no bad thing. 
The introductory chapters survey local history and topographical studies, today and 
in the past, and there follow chapters upon sources, both general and particular, 
and problems. There is not very much room for discussion· in a book of this size, 
but the balance between the necessary commonplace and original or unfamiliar matter 
is skilfully kept. The chapters on "The Old Community" , "Parish, Manor and 
Land", and "Church, Chapel, and School", good as they are, contain least that is 
new: inevitably, because there is so much to be noticed, and Dr. Hoskins himself 
has contributed so much to it. When he turns to the topography and history of 
towns, on the other hand, his wide reading, uncommon sense and acute observation 
have free play over this strangely neglected subject, and make these chapters, 
together with the excellent observations upon field-work in town and country, the 
liveliest in the book. 1 

While the manner of all this is as warmly encouraging as it can be, the enthusiastic 
reader is bound to reflect that Dr. Hoskins's own enthusiasm is as difficult to match 
as his skill. At every tum one is reminded that the author is one who sees things 
as Mrs. Gummidge felt them : more than other people. "Walking down Scotgate 
one day" in Stamford he realized that the view of St. Mary's tower thus presented 
explained the medieval topography of the town. Any other pedestrian might have 
solved the problem had he read, thought and asked himself sufficiently acute questions 
about the odd plan of Stamford, but then he would also have to look at St. Mary's 
tower in the right way. 

"The peasant house is a farming tool" is the kind of fact that becomes self
evident when somebody else says it; Dr. Hoskins says it here, and for good measure 
throws in some notes upon the right approach to owners of interesting houses, as well 
as to their property. 

Local history is a study in which the amateurs still outnumber the professionals; 
indeed it is almost the only field in which the amateur has held his ground since 
the days when he wrote all the English history there was. And as even today there 
are more inhabited places in England than there are professional historiographers-a 
state of affairs desirable on every count-the professionals' belated interest in local 
history is not likely to dislodge "the great army of amateurs" that grows daily and 
that may well be swollen by this book. In the past the amateurs have all too often 
been noticed only to be criticised, and the advice offered to them has been disagreeably 
patronising. Here at least is a . work that takes the aspiring local historian at his 
own valuation, and advances the best of advice with the best of examples; everyone 
interested in the history of England will have some cause to be grateful for it. 

GEOFFREY MARTIN 

THE STORY OF MELTON MOWBRAY. By Philip E. Hunt. Grantham: Palmers 
Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd. 2nd impression, 1959. (10)+ 146 pp. 8s. 6d. 

Melton Mowbray is a place of great interest. It boasts an unusually grand parish 
church, and in its Town Estate a remarkable institution that cries out for a com
prehensive history. Mr. Hunt's little book was first published in 1957. It has now 
been reprinted, with the addition of three pages to the chapter on the Hamlets, 
dealing with Thorpe Arnold and Brentingby, and one page of miscellanea at the end. 
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The merit of the book is that it seeks to provide, in simple language and under 
a clear scheme of arrangement, a summary of what has so far been printed on the 
history of the town. This information has never been collected together, and Mr. 
Hunt has performed a useful service in assembling it for us. His close interest in 
the subject is evident, and some of his chapters-for example, that on inns-furnish 
a valuable contribution to the study of the town's topography. The illustrations, 
too, are worth having, particularly the two from old photographs in the possession 
of Mr. J. E. Brownlow. 

At the same time it must regretfully be said that in other respects the book is 
unsatisfactory. The errors in this second, corrected impression are numerous. Plain 
mis-spellings abound : such as that of poor Nichols, the Leicestershire historian, 
who appears here indifferently with one "l" and two, and on a single page in the 
second appendix as "Nichols", "Nicholls", and "Nichol". The titles of books are 
often given wrongly. "Wyrley's Works on Heraldry, 1603" means nothing at all. 
He printed only one work on the subject, in 1592, a brief general treatise on the 
origin of heraldic emblems. His church notes ('including some for Leicestershire) 
are in Vincent MS. 197 at the College of Arms. 

It would be unfair to judge this as a work of research, in the full sense of the 
term. Mr. Hunt would be wiser to leave manuscripts entirely alone, with all the 
tiresome pitfalls they present. But taking his book simply as a straightforward 
summary of the printed material, it is sadly defective. Could he not have secured 
the collaboration of an archreologist and a medieval historian? That would have 
enabled a good many slips to be remedied in the first chapter, and throughout in 
the rendering of Latin. At the other end of time, one would have liked to see here 
the fruits of a wider study of the Leicestershire press during the past 150 years : a 
tedious source to use, but one that would have allowed Mr. Hunt to give a fuller 
and more interesting account of the modern development of the town. J.S. 

LEICESTERSHIRE HISTORY. A HANDLIST TO PRINTED SOURCES IN THE LIBRARIES OF 
LEICESTER. By J. M . Lee. Leicester University, Department of Adult 
Education (Vaughan College Papers, No. 4). Cyclostyled: 64 pp. ( + 4 pp. 
·supplement). 1958. 2s. 6d. 

This is a most useful piece of work, which has long been needed by students of 
history in Leicester. There are now eight libraries in the city that include sub
stantial collections of historical works, and hitherto anybody wishing to pursue 
historical research has had to go from one to another to see what it may contain. 
When he has needed to consult long runs of such publications as those of the Public 
Record Office (e.g. the Calendars of Patient and Close Rolls, and the Letters and 
Papers of Henry VIII) this has been constantly troublesome. Mr. Lee has now 
furnished us with a holding-list for all the main works of historical reference, local 
and national, and for such publications as directories and newspapers. By doing 
so he has placed us all in his debt. 

A supplementary list provides some corrections and additions. Now that Mr. 
Lee has unhappily left us, will somebody who works in one of these libraries under
take to keep his list up to date? · J.s. 

INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF MATTHEW HOLBECHE BLOXAM. By Philip B. Chatwin. 
Stratford-on-Avon: The Dugdale Society (Occasional Papers, no. 13). 20 pp. 
1959. No price stated. 

Few counties have been more fortunate in their antiquaries than Warwickshire. 
With Dugdale, one of the greatest of all, at their head, they are indeed a distinguished 
company. The tradition has been particularly strong in its architectural branch; 
and here two greatly-respected workers in that field appear together in happy 
conjunction, as author and subject. 

Bloxam is remembered for his Principles of Gothic Architecture, which began 
life as a slim book in 1829 and grew, in its eleventh and last edition, to three volumes, 
published in 1882. Could any author enjoy greater satisfaction than to see the 
demand for his work continue steadily through 63 years of his life? The tribute 
was well deserved, for the book was well written, well informed, and diligently 
improved by the author in each successive edition. 

Bloxam studied antiquities in his spare time: the evidently ample spare time 
afforded by his old-fashioned solicitor's practice, which included for 40 years the office 
of clerk to the Rugby magistrates. From Rugby he travelled indefatigably round 
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the cormtry, writing nearly 200 papers in the course of his life, with much of his 
later years devoted to the study of church monuments. 

He had close connexions with Leicestershire. The first three editions of the 
Principles were printed and published in Leicester by Thomas Combe (an interesting 
citizen, who deserves to be better remembered). He was a kind friend to the 
Leicestershire Archreological Society, conducting excursions for it, lecturing and 
publishing papers in its Transactions. His magisterial accormt of Lutterworth church 
in 1861 is still worth reading for the cool examination of its spurious Wycliffe relics 
and the sweeping condemnation of its furnishing. What can the poor old Rector 
have thought when he heard that "of the present internal fittings of the church and 
their arrangement it is impossible to speak in any-the slightest-terms of 
commendation"? 

Mr. Chatwin's brief biography (prefixed by an excellent photograph, in which 
one can almost feel the sheen on Bloxam's silk hat) re-creates a delightful Victorian 
for us: calm, modest, sensible, learned, an antiquary to whom every modern student 
of Gothic architecture owes a debt. J.s. 

In the Library Chronicle, published by the University of Pennsylvania (Vol. XXV, 
no. 2, Spring 1959, pp. 61-79), Mr. William E. Miller describes in careful detail the 
career of Samuel Fleming, who was Rector of Bottesford from 1581 to 1620 and 
chaplain to the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth Earls of Rutland. His younger brother 
Alexander (who died on a visit to him at Bottesford in 1607) is noticed in the 
Dictionary of National Biography; his antiquarian collections came into the hands 
of Francis Peck. Samuel is said to have written a short history of the reign of 
Mary Tudor in Latin, which was never published. His extant literary work is 
unimportant, and his life seems to have followed the usual placid course of a clergy
man of his time in good preferment. He was among those who examined the 
women suspected of practising witchcraft against the wife and two children of the 
sixth Earl of Rutland : a celebrated case referred to in the inscription on that Earl's 
monument at Bottesford. 

A copy of Mr. Miller's paper has been placed in the Society's Library. 

A new edition of the official Guide to the Leicester Guildhall was published in 1959 
(City of Leicester Publicity Depanment, no price stated) revised by Mr. P. A. 
Stevens and Mr. D. T.-D. Clarke. That this is the eighth edition to appear in 33 

, years is an encouraging sign of the steady interest that is taken by visitors in this 
building: by common consent the most remarkable secular building in Leicester. 
The production of the new edition is admirable. The text has been checked and 
corrected by reference to the city records; the illustrations are notably well 
reproduced. 
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